Israeli Culture 2019 - Topic Menu

1. Nation-State Law Explainer

What is the Nation-State Bill?

The Nation-State Bill is a Basic Law that, for the first time, anchors in law Israel’s status as the

“national home of the Jewish people.” Among its 11 clauses, the bill defines such things as state
symbols like the flag and national anthem, the official language, national holidays, the Sabbath,

the capital Jerusalem, relations with the Diaspora, and of Jewish settlement.

So what’s the problem? #1 - No mention of democracy or equality

Opponents of the bill note that there is no mention anywhere in the bill—nor in any other Basic
Law, for that matter— of the term “equality.”

Because of the need to guarantee minority rights, almost all nation-states in the world include an
explicit commitment to the value of equality in their constitution or other core legislation.
Israel’s Declaration of Independence contains an explicit guarantee of this sort. Moreover, the
bill omits any mention of Israel's democratic character, thereby calling into question the existing
"Jewish and democratic" formula that appears in previous Basic Laws. Opponents of the bill
argue that this deficiency may lead to privileging Israel’s Jewish character over its democratic
one, with a broad set of ramifications on everything from education policy to religion and state.
Proponents, on the other hand, contend that the existing Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty
defines Israel’s democratic character. Therefore, the present bill was necessary to anchor Israel’s
Jewish character in constitutional law.

So what’s the problem? #2 — Majority-Minority Relations

The Nation-State Bill contains two clauses that affect the standing of Israel’s non-Jewish
minority groups, especially Arab-Israelis who make up 20 percent of the population. The bill
states Hebrew is now Israel’s sole official language, and setting the status of the Arabic language
to one holding “special status” in the state (instead of the Second Language) .



So what’s the problem? #3 — Relations with Diaspora Jewry

The Nation-State Bill defines one of Israel’s core purposes: as a sanctuary for Jews all over the
world, a physical location for the ingathering of exiles, and as a guarantor of Jewish safety and
security. And yet the clauses having to do with strengthening Israel’s connection to the broader
Jewish people call on the state “to act within the Diaspora” — but not, significantly, within Israel.
Opponents of the bill point out that this could encourage Israeli governments — already under
enormous political pressure from ultra-Orthodox parties — to make decisions that affect the entire
Jewish people, without considering their ramifications on Diaspora Jewry. Thus, they contend, a
law that purports to strengthen Israel’s Jewish identity could end up undermining the unity of the
Jewish People.

What are the bill’s supporters saying?

The Nation-State Bill passed on July 19, 2018 on a partisan basis with a 62-55 majority in the
Knesset. Supporters of the bill hailed it as a “pivotal moment” in Jewish and Israeli history. As
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated, “122 years after Herzl articulated his vision, we
enshrined in law the basic principle of our existence, Israel is the nation-state of the Jewish
people. A nation state that respects the individual rights of all its citizens; and in the Middle East,
only Israel respects these rights. This is our state, the state of the Jews. In recent years there have
been some who have attempted to cast doubt on this, and so to undercut the foundations of our
existence and our rights. Today we etched in the stone of law: This is our state, this is our
language, this is our anthem, and this is our flag.” Dismissing various criticisms of the bill,
Netanyahu asserted prior to its passage that individual rights would continue to be protected
under Israeli democracy, but that “the majority has rights too, and the majority rules.”

What are the bill’s opponents saying?

From Knesset opposition leader Isaac Herzog to President Reuven Rivlin to Attorney General
Avichai Mandelblit, the bill's numerous opponents expressed concern about the damage it might
cause to Israel’s international standing and to Jews all over the world; others were worried about
the repercussions of promoting Israel’s Jewish identity at the expense of its democratic values —
especially with regard to minority rights. MK Benny Begin (Likud), who abstained from the
vote, worried that the bill moved Israel “from nationalism to chauvinism.”
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2. Surrogacy bill excluding LGBT couples passes into law

Despite saying he will not support the surrogacy bill while it excludes same-sex couples,
Netanyahu votes in favor of the legislation, causing uproar in the Knesset plenum; Likud
says PM will late vote on amendment including LGBT couples.

Moran Azulay, Amir Alon|Published: 07.18.18, 18:29



The Knesset passed into law the surrogacy bill on Wednesday, prompting the ire of the LGBT
community after same-sex couples were excluded from it.

The surrogacy law allows single mothers and heterosexual couples who cannot have children use
the services of a surrogate mother to become parents.

However, it excludes homosexual couples, preventing them from becoming parents through the
SUrrogacy process.

Likud MK Amir Ohana, a representative of the LGBT community, raised a reservation to the bill
over the fact it excludes gay couples. Ohana is himself gay, the father of two children from a
surrogate mother.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who leads the Likud Party, said Monday he supported
surrogacy for single mothers as well as for same-sex couples. The prime minister expressed his
support for Ohana's reservation and his proposal to amend the legislation so it includes gay
couples as well.

Furthermore, Netanyahu indicated that if the bill cannot be amended before the end of the
Knesset's summer session, the vote on the legislation will be postpone to the next Knesset
session.

Despite that, Netanyahu voted in favor of the bill in its current version and against MK Ohana's
reservations.

The prime minister had to vote in favor of the bill after the Kulanu party announced it too would
support the same-sex couples' objection to it.

Coalition head David Amsalem promised he would ensure Netanyahu voted in favor of the
legislation, leading the Kulanu Party to toe the coalition's line and also vote in favor, with the
exception of MK Meirav Ben-Ari.

According to the Likud Party, the prime minister "voted in favor the surrogacy bill for single
mothers, which received the support of the coalition, and constitutes an important step to support
single mothers."

"At a later stage, as the prime minister said during the Likud faction meeting, he will support the
amendment proposed by MK Amir Ohana, which will enable same-sex couples to use the
services of a surrogate mother," the Likud faction statement said.



"The prime minister's vote does not 'contradict his statements," the Likud Party concluded.

Netanyahu's vote caused uproar in the Knesset, leading to the removal of Zionist Union MKs
Stav Shaffir and Yoel Hasson from the plenum.

"My anger regarding the surrogacy law is not directed at the ultra-Orthodox, but rather at the
prime minister," said MK Tzipi Livni (Zionist Union). "Why are you lending a hand to this?
Why did you post a video, which is all deception, saying you will support the amandment to the
bill (to include same-sex couples-ed) in the future?"

Yesh Atid Chairman Yair Lapid also expressed his anger, saying, "Netanyahu promised two days
ago to support the amendment to the bill allowing the LGBT community to also become parents.
On the same day, he posted a video reiterating his promise to support the amendment as well as
declaring this promise in writing."

"The bill has just gone up to a vote in the plenum and Netanyahu voted against (the
amendment)," Lapid added. "I've never said that about a prime minister in Israel, but this time I
have no choice: He is a liar."

In a joint statement, MKs Amir Ohana and Merav Ben-Ari said that "In light of the expected
approval of the surrogacy bill on behalf of the Health Ministry and in light of the prime
minister's positive comments on the topic, we've formulated and submitted an amendment. Gay
couples will be able to turn to the surrogacy, among others. The amendment, which reflects the
values of the Likud and Kulanu, will be sponsored by the two parties."

"Our amendment is a big step forward to those who seek to bring life into this world, to establish
and raise families in Israel," the two MKs continued.

"The amendment will go up to vote in the Ministerial Committee immediately upon the opening
of the Knesset's winter session. We will have many MKs from the coalition and opposition sign
the amendment, and we will act to promote it," Ohana and Ben-Ari's statement concluded.

Elements of the LGBT community announced a general strike immediately after Netanyahu had
voted in favor of the surrogacy bill and called upon the LGBT community's members to miss
work, close their businesses and take part in protest activities in the public space on Sunday.
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3. Arab Israeli TV host chosen to light
Independence Day beacon answers critics

INTERVIEW: Lucy Aharish says lighting the torch will be 'a slap in the face to all
the racists’' who called her a 'stinking Arab.’

Itamar Eichner|Published: 03.09.15, 23:44

Lucy Aharish, Arab Israeli television host and reporter, woke up on Saturday morning and saw that
someone had been trying to reach her by phone for hours.

"| called back. It was Yitzhak Zunshine, the head of the Hasbara Center," Aharish said in an
interview with Yedioth Ahronoth.

Lucy Aharish. (Photo: Dana Kopel)

"l asked what the urgency was and he
responded: 'l wanted to congratulate you. You
were chosen to light a torch on Independence
Day.' | fell silent. I, usually very talkative, could
not speak a word. Tears came to my eyes. It
was the last thing | thought would happen," said
Aharish.

One of the first calls Aharish made after she
received the good news was to her mother. "l
called her and said: 'Mom, they chose me to light
a torch on Independence Day.' 'Okay, great,’ she
responded.

"l was surprised by her response. 'Do you fear something?' | asked her. 'lt is after all the biggest
ceremony at Mount Herzl." And she answered, 'Wonderful. This is how you will hit back at all the
racists who make your life hard everyday.'

"l accept what she says 100 percent. It is a slap in the face to all those racists who have no shame
to post comments such as 'stinking Arab' and 'Get out of here, this is not your country' and 'who
needs Arabs on their (TV) screens.™

Aharish says she did not think of giving up the position for a second. "I'm proud of it," the television
host who was born to Muslim parents and grew up in Dimona said. Aharish now resides in Tel Aviv.

"l know that a lot of people will have something to say, but the moment my parents are proud — | am
happy."



When asked if she would be lighting the torch as a representative of the Arab Israeli population,
Aharish responded: "l don't feel like a representative. | never felt as though I'm a representative for
anyone. When | speak, | don't think | speak for anyone else. | speak solely for myself and describe
the way | see the world."

Hazan: Lucy Aharish 'seduced a Jewish man to
hurt the state’

'l don't blame Lucy Aharish for seducing the soul of a Jewish man in order to hurt
our state and prevent more Jewish offspring from continuing the Jewish lineage,’
the Likud MK writes on the Arab journalist's marriage to actor Tsahi Halevi,
adding: 'No more assimilation.’

Moran Azulay|Published: 10.11.18 , 09:54

Likud MK Oren Hazan caused outrage on Wednesday when he slammed Israeli-Arab journalist Lucy
Aharish and actor Tsahi Halevi after the two got married.

"l don't blame Lucy Aharish for seducing the soul of a Jewish man in order to hurt our state and
prevent more Jewish offspring from continuing the Jewish lineage. On the contrary, she's welcomed
to convert to Judaism," Hazan wrote on Twitter and Facebook.

"l do blame Tsahi the IslamLevi, who took (TV show) Fauda one step too far. Bro, snap out of it.
Lucy, it's not personal, but know that Tsahi is my brother and the people of Israel are my people. No
more assimilation," the Likud MK added.

Lucy Aharish and Tsahi Halevi

His words raised ire among
members of the opposition
who harshly criticized him.

"I'll say this gently: The brave
and good-hearted Lucy
Aharish understands what
being a Jew means better
than the person who tweeted
that sickening and racist post
I'm forced to share here—in
the hopes everyone sees who we're dealing with and what filth
Netanyahu has brought into our homes," MK Stav Shaffir (Zionist
Union) wrote on social media.

Oren Hazan (Photo: Zvika Tishler)



MK Shelly Yachimovich, also of Zionist Union, responded to Hazan using a metaphor from the world
of Harry Potter. "There's nothing new under the sun. The Death Eaters, as you may remember,
believed only pure-bloods were allowed to exist, and anyone who married a Muggle was considered
a blood traitor. And I'm sorry for using too subtle a metaphor," she wrote.

MK Yoel Hasson chimed in as well, saying, "The racist, benighted and embarrassing face we cannot
look at anymore. Just imagine what would happen if the Likud Party got 30 seats and more again."

Halevi and Aharish got married on Wednesday evening in a surprise ceremony after four years of a
relationship that was kept out of the limelight for fear of harassment.



