Opened Her Eyes

1, Genesis 21:15-19

When the water was gone from the skin, she left the
child under one of the bushes,

and went and sat down at a distance, a bowshot away;
for she thought, “Let me not look on as the child dies.”
And sitting thus afar, she burst into tears.

God heard the cry of the boy, and an angel of God
called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What
troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heeded the
cry of the boy where he is.

Come, lift up the boy and hold him by the hand, for |
will make a great nation of him.”

Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of
water. She went and filled the skin with water, and let
the boy drink.

2. Sforno on Genesis 21:15-19, 15th Century

opened her eyes God granted her the instinct to look
for water in the place where she would find it. She had
not been blind previously so that her eyes had to be
“‘opened.”

Discussion questions:

What do you see happening in this text?

How are you responding to Hagar in this story?
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