
Rainbow Torah Text Packet

Pick one (or more!) texts to explore with your hevruta (partner) and use the questions 
below to guide your conversation. 

Understanding the Text
• What does this text mean in your own words?
• What is something you like about this text?
• What is something you find challenging or that you dislike about this text?
• What is a question or something you don’t understand about this text? 

Applying the Text
• What does this text have to do with LGBTQ identity?
• How does this text connect to life at your camp? 
• How can this text help you think about ways you can do a better job of celebrating 

LGBTQ identity at camp? 

1. The First Person

Genesis 1:26

-לֹקים נעֲַֽשׂהֶ֥ אָדָם֛ בּצְַלמְֵ֖נוּ כִּדְמוּתֵ֑נוּ וְירְִדּוּ֩ בִדְגתַ֨ הַיּםָ֜ וּבעְוֹ֣ף הַשּׁמַָ֗יםִ וּבַבּהְמֵהָ֙  וַיֹּ֣אמרֶ אֱ
 וּבכְָל־הָארֶָ֔ץ וּבכְָל־הרֶָמֶ֖שׂ הרָֹֽמֵ֥שׂ עַל־הָארֶָֽץ׃

And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the 
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping 
things that creep on earth.”

Genesis Rabbah 8:1

-לֹקים נעֲַשׂהֶ אָדָם בּצְַלמְֵנוּ כִּדְמוּתֵנוּ (בראשית א, כו)... אמָרַ רַבִּי ירְִמְיהָ בּןֶ אֶלעְָזרָ  וַיֹּאמרֶ אֱ
 בְּשׁעָהָ שֶׁבּרָָא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בּרָוְּ הוּא אתֶ אָדָם הרִָאשׁוֹן, אַנְדּרְוֹגִינוֹס בּרְָאוֹ, הֲדָא הוּא דִכתְִיב (בראשית

 .'..ה, ב): זכָרָ וּנְקֵבהָ בּרְָאםָ

God said: Let us make Adam in our image, in our shape... R' Yirmiyah ben Elazar said, 
when the Eternal created Adam initially, they were created as both genders; thus it is 
written, "male and female did God create them…”



2. The Rainbow

Genesis 9:12-16

Blessing for Seeing A Rainbow: Shulchan Arukh Orakh Chayim 229:1  

הרואה הקשת אומר ברוך אתה ה' אמ"ה זוכר הברית נאמן בבריתו וקיים במאמרו

One who sees the rainbow says, [the blessing] "Blessed are you, God, Sovereign of the 
Universe, who remembers the covenant, who is faithful to God’s covenant, and who 
fulfills God’s word.”

Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu Melekh haolam, zokher habrit vene’eman bivrito vekayam 
bema’amaro. 

3. Ethics in Jewish Law
Babylonian Talmud Tractate Berakhot 19b

תא שמע גדול כבוד הבריות שדוחה [את] לא תעשה שבתורה

Come and hear: Greater is human dignity, as it overrides [even] a prohibition in the 
Torah.

(Leviticus 18:22- A Torah Prohibition)

(וְאתֶ֨־זכָרָ֔ לֹ֥א תִשׁכְַּ֖ב מִשׁכְְּבֵ֣י אִשּׁהָ֑ תּוֹעֵבהָ֖ הוִֽא)

(Do not lie with a male as one lies with a woman; it is an abhorrence.)  

God further said, “This is the sign that I set for 
the covenant between Me and you, and every 
living creature with you, for all ages to come.  I 
have set My bow in the clouds, and it shall serve 
as a sign of the covenant between Me and the 
earth. When I bring clouds over the earth, and 
the bow appears in the clouds, I will remember 
My covenant between Me and you and every 
living creature among all flesh, so that the waters 
shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it 
and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and all living creatures, all flesh that is on 
earth.

-לֹקים זֹ֤את אוֹֽת־הַבּרְִית֙  וַיֹּ֣אמרֶ אֱ
 אֲשׁרֶ־אֲנִ֣י נתֹןֵ֗ בֵּינִי֙ וּבֵ֣ינֵיכםֶ֔ וּבֵ֛ין כָּל־נֶ֥פֶשׁ

 חַיּהָ֖ אֲשׁרֶ֣ אתִּכְםֶ֑ לְדֹרֹת֖ עוֹלםָֽ:

 אתֶ־קַשׁתְִּ֕י נתָתִַּ֖י בּעֶָֽנןָ֑ והְָֽיתְהָ֙ לְאוֹ֣ת

 בּרְִ֔ית בֵּינִ֖י וּבֵ֥ין הָארֶָֽץ׃ והְָיהָ֕ בּעְַֽנְנִ֥י עָנןָ֖

 עַל־הָארֶָ֑ץ וְנרְִאתֲהָ֥ הַקֶּ֖שׁתֶ בּעֶָנןָֽ:

 וְזכָרְַתִּ֣י אתֶ־בּרְִיתִ֗י אֲשׁרֶ֤ בֵּינִי֙ וּבֵ֣ינֵיכםֶ֔
 וּבֵ֛ין כָּל־נֶ֥פֶשׁ חַיּהָ֖ בּכְָל־בָּשׂרָ֑ וְלֹֽא־יהְִֽיהֶ֨

 עוֹ֤ד המַַּ֙יםִ֙ למְַבּוּ֔ל לְשׁחַתֵ֖ כָּל־בָּשׂרָֽ:

 והְָיתְהָ֥ הַקֶּ֖שׁתֶ בּעֶָֽנןָ֑ וּרְאִיתִ֗יהָ לִזכְּרֹ֙
 בּרְִ֣ית עוֹלםָ֔ בֵּ֣ין אֱלֹהִ֔ים וּבֵין֙ כָּל־נֶ֣פֶשׁ

 חַיּהָ֔ בּכְָל־בָּשׂרָ֖ אֲשׁרֶ֥ עַל־הָארֶָֽץ׃



4. The Relationship between David and Jonathan

(Jonathan, son of King Saul, and David, a young shepherd, became close when David 
became an advisor to King Saul in the years following his victory over the Philistines 
and the giant Goliath. The verses below are selections of references to their 
relationship.)

5. Metaphors In Time

Genesis 1:5

-לֹקים ׀ לָאוֹר֙ יוֹ֔ם וְלחַֹ֖שְֶׁ קָרָ֣א לָ֑יְלהָ וַֽיהְִי־ערֶֶ֥ב וַֽיהְִי־בֹ֖קֶר יוֹ֥ם אחֶָֽד      וַיִּקְרָ֨א אֱ
God called the light Day and the darkness God called Night. And there was evening, 
and there was morning, the first day. 

Pirkey Avot 5:6

 עֲשׂרָָה דְברִָים נִברְְאוּ בּעְרֶֶב שַׁבּתָ בֵּין הַשּׁמְָשׁוֹת, וְאֵלּוּ הןֵ, פִּי הָארֶָץ, וּפִי הַבְּארֵ, וּפִי הָאתָוֹן,

 :.והְַקֶּשׁתֶ, והְמַּןָ, והְמַַּטּהֶ, והְַשּׁמִָיר, והְכַּתְָב, והְמַּכִתְָּב, והְַלּוּחוֹת

Ten things were created on the eve of the [first] Shabbat at twilight. And they are: The 
mouth of the earth [that swallowed Korach and his followers]; and the mouth of the well 

I Samuel 18:1-4
When [David] finished speaking with Saul, 
Jonathan’s soul became bound up with 
the soul of David; Jonathan loved David 
as himself. Saul took him [into his service] 
that day and would not let him return to 
his father’s house.— Jonathan and David 
made a pact, because [Jonathan] loved 
him as himself. Jonathan took off the 
cloak and tunic he was wearing and gave 
them to David, together with his sword, 
bow, and belt.

וַיהְִ֗י כּכְַלֹּתוֹ֙ לְדַבּרֵ֣ אֶל־שָׁאוּ֔ל וְנֶ֙פֶשׁ֙ יהְוֹ֣נתָןָ֔ 
נִקְשׁרְָה֖ בְּנֶ֣פֶשׁ דּוִָ֑ד ויאהבו [וַיֶּאהֱָבהֵ֥וּ] יהְוֹנתָןָ֖ 
כְּנַפְשׁוֹֽ׃ וַיִּקּחָהֵ֥וּ שָׁאוּ֖ל בַּיּוֹ֣ם ההַוּ֑א וְלֹ֣א נתְָנוֹ֔ 

לָשׁוּ֖ב בֵּ֥ית אָבִֽיו׃ וַיּכִרְֹת֧ יהְוֹנתָןָ֛ וְדָוִ֖ד בּרְִ֑ית 
בְּאהֲַבתָוֹ֥ אתֹוֹ֖ כְּנַפְשׁוֹֽ׃ וַיּתְִפַּשֵּׁ֣ט יהְוֹנתָןָ֗ 

אתֶֽ־המַּעְִיל֙ אֲשׁרֶ֣ עָלָ֔יו וַֽיּתְִּנהֵ֖וּ לְדָוִ֑ד וּמַדָּ֕יו 
ועְַד־חרְַבּוֹ֥ ועְַד־קַשׁתְּוֹ֖ ועְַד־חֲגרֹוֹֽ׃

I Samuel 19:1
Saul urged his son Jonathan and all his 
courtiers to kill David. But Saul’s son 
Jonathan was very fond of David,

וַיְדַבּרֵ֣ שָׁאוּ֗ל אֶל־יוֹנתָןָ֤ בְּנוֹ֙ וְאֶל־כָּל־עֲבָדָ֔יו 
להְמִָ֖ית אתֶ־דּוִָ֑ד וִיהוֹֽנתָןָ֙ בּןֶ־שָׁאוּ֔ל חָפץֵ֥ בְּדָוִ֖ד 

מְאֹֽד׃

I Samuel 20:17
Jonathan, out of his love for David, 
adjured him again, for he loved him as 
himself.

וַיּוֹ֤סףֶ יהְוֹֽנתָןָ֙ להְַשְׁבִּ֣יעַ אתֶ־דּוִָ֔ד בְּאהֲַבתָוֹ֖ אתֹוֹ֑ 
כִּֽי־אהֲַבתַ֥ נַפְשׁוֹ֖ אהֲֵבוֹֽ׃ (ס)



[that gave the Israelites water in the wilderness]; and the mouth of the donkey [that 
spoke to Bilaam]; and the rainbow [after the Flood], the manna [that fed the Israelites in 
the wilderness], the staff [of Moses], the shamir [worm], the letters, the writing, and the 
tablets [all of the Ten Commandments]. 

6. Gender Categories in Jewish Law

Mishnah Bikkurim 4:1

 אַנְדּרְוֹגִינוֹס יֵשׁ בּוֹ דּרְָכִים שׁוָהֶ לַאֲנָשִׁים, וְיֵשׁ בּוֹ דּרְָכִים שׁוָהֶ לַנָּשִׁים, וְיֵשׁ בּוֹ דּרְָכִים שׁוָהֶ לַאֲנָשִׁים

:וְנָשִׁים, וְיֵשׁ בּוֹ דּרְָכִים אֵינוֹ שׁוָהֶ לֹא לַאֲנָשִׁים וְלֹא לַנָּשִׁים
The androgynous person is in some ways like men, and in other ways like women. In 

other ways they are like men and women, and in others they are like neither men nor 

women.

Several gender categories recognized by the rabbis in legal texts:

Zachar: This term is derived from the word for a pointy sword and refers to a phallus. It 
is usually translated as “male” in English.

Nekevah: This term is derived from the word for a crevice and probably refers to a 
vaginal opening. It is usually translated as “female” in English.

Androgynos: A person who has both “male” and “female” sexual characteristics. In the 
Talmud, the androgynos is understood as someone who both has a penis as well as 
some female sex traits. 149 references in Mishna and Talmud (1st – 8th Centuries CE); 
350 in classical midrash and Jewish law codes (2nd – 16th Centuries CE).

Tumtum: A person whose sexual characteristics are indeterminate or obscured. In the 
Talmud the tumtum has indeterminate genitals. 181 references in Mishna and Talmud; 
335 in classical midrash and Jewish law codes.

Ay’lonit: A person who is identified as “female” at birth but develops “male” 
characteristics at puberty and is infertile. 80 references in Mishna and Talmud; 40 in 
classical midrash and Jewish law codes.

Saris: A person who is identified as “male” at birth but develops “female” characteristics 
at puberty or later. A saris is considered male, but has no penis or a very small penis. A 
saris can be “naturally” a saris (saris hamah), or become one through human 
intervention (saris adam). ftis status is also known as a eunuch. 156 references in 
mishna and Talmud; 379 in classical midrash and Jewish law codes.

(definitions from: https://www.keshetonline.org/resources/gender-diversity-in-jewish-
sacred-texts/)
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