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Tefillah: Prayer Doesn’t Have to Be Perfect,

It Just Has To Be Yours
Tefillah Specialty Track 2

Selections from Pirkei Avot and Im Ain Ani Li Mi Li by Beth Schafer

Pirkei Avot
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1:14 He [Rabbi Hillel] used to say: If I am not
for me, who will be for me? And when I am
for myself alone, what am I? And if not now,

then when?
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2:13 Rabbi Shimon says: Be careful in the
reciting of Shema (and praying). When you
pray, do not make your prayer fixed, rather
prayers for mercy and supplication before
the Omnipresent, blessed be He, as it says
(Joel 2, 13), "For He is gracious and merciful,
long-suffering and full of kindness, and
repents of the evil." And do not be wicked

in your own eyes.
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2:15 Rabbi Tarfon said: The day is short and
the work is much, and the workers are lazy
and the reward is great, and the Master of

the house is pressing.
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2:16 He used to say: It is not your
responsibility to finish the work, but neither
are you free to desist from it. If you have
learned much Torah, your reward will be
much; and the Master of your work is
trustworthy to pay you the wage for your
activity. And know, the giving of reward to

the righteous is in the future to come.
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Im Ein Ani Li Mi Li
Text: Pirkei Avot, Rabbi Hillel
Music and English Lyrics: Beth Schafer © 2008

If I don't stand up for myself then who will stand for me?
If I don’t know me? Who's gonna show me?

And if I don't stand up for another, who is my brother,
How can I hold my head up high?

Chorus
Im ein ani li mi li uchsheani I'atsmi ma ani
V'im lo achshav eimatai, im lo achshav eimatai

And you know I've got your back if trouble should find you
I will remind you, that I am behind you

Could you please watch out for me if I go astray now.
Help make it ok now, show me the way.

Chorus

If not now when? This chance might never come again.
woh oh oh oh...
Chorus

Trans: “If I am not for myself, who will be for me, but if I am only for myself,

what am 1? And, if not now, when?"

on n:::w and vocals, Beth on gu
vocals.




