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Source 1: Genesis 1:27

Bereshit/Genesis 1:27
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And God created man in His image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created
them.

Questions For Discussion
What does being created in the image of G-d (B’tzelem Elohim) mean to you?

How have you seen and heard it used in camp contexts? What about in other Jewish communal spaces
you are a part of?

Why do you think being created in the image of G-d is an important Jewish value? Give some real life
examples of how you apply it to your own life.

Why does this value matter to people with disabilities and their friends and families?

Source 2: Shmot/Exodus 4:10-16
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But Moses said to the LORD, “Please, O Lord, I have never been a man of words, either

in times past or now that You have spoken to Your servant; I am slow of speech and slow
of tongue.”
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And the LORD said to him, “Who gives man speech? Who makes him dumb or deaf,
seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?
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Now go, and I will be with you as you speak and will instruct you what to say.”
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But he said, “Please, O Lord, make someone else Your agent.”
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The LORD became angry with Moses, and He said, “There is your brother Aaron the

Levite. He, I know, speaks readily. Even now he is setting out to meet you, and he will be
happy to see you.
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You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth—I will be with you and with him
as you speak, and tell both of you what to do—
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and he shall speak for you to the people. Thus he shall serve as your spokesman, with
you playing the role of God to him.

Questions For Discussion

Why is Moshe/Moses so reluctant in this passage? Can you relate to his anxiety?



What do you think of G-d’s response?

Have you ever had an experience of feeling like you couldn’t do something that others
thought you could do? What was that like for you?

What do you think of G-d’s solution—having Aaron be Moshe’s spokesperson?

Source 3: Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5
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...Therefore but a single person was created in the world, to teach that if any
man has caused a single life to perish from Israel, he is deemed by Scripture as
if he had caused a whole world to perish; and anyone who saves a single soul
from Israel, he is deemed by Scripture as if he had saved a whole world. Again
[but a single person was created] for the sake of peace among humankind, that
one should not say to another, “My father was greater than your father”.
Again, [but a single person was created] against the heretics so they should not
say, “There are many ruling powers in heaven”. Again [but a single person was
created] to proclaim the greatness of the Holy Blessed One; for humans stamp
many coins with one seal and they are all like one another; but the King of
kings, the Holy Blessed One, has stamped every human with the seal of the
first man, yet not one of them are like another. Therefore everyone must say,
“For my sake was the world created.”

Questions For Discussion
What does it mean to create a world? To destroy a world?
What does “the world was created for my sake mean”?

What do you think is the overarching lesson of this Mishnah?
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