Appendix #1
“Balak, Balaam and the Power of Words”
Numbers 24:1-5

 כִּי טֹוב ְבעֵינֵי י ְהוָה,א ַוי ְַרא ִּב ְלעָם
- ָהלְַך ְכ ַפעַם- וְֹלא,יִּש ְָראֵל-ְלב ֵָרְך אֶת
- ִּל ְק ַראת נְ ָחשִּים; ַויָשֶת אֶל,ְב ַפעַם
. ָפנָיו,ַהמִּדְ בָר

1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased
God to bless Israel, he went not, as at the
other times, to invoke enchantments, but
he set his face toward the wilderness.

- ַוי ְַרא אֶת,עֵינָיו-ב ַויִּשָא ִּב ְלעָם אֶת
,ש ָבטָיו; וַתְ הִּי ָעלָיו
ְ  ִּל, שֹׁכֵן,ש ָראֵל
ְ ִּ י
.רּו ַח אֱֹלהִּים

2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he
saw Israel dwelling tribe by tribe; and the
spirit of God came upon him.

 נְאֻ ם ִּב ְלעָם: וַי ֹׁאמַר,ג ַוי ִּשָא מְשָ לֹו
. ּונְאֻם ַה ֶגבֶר שְתֻ ם ָה ָעי ִּן,בְנֹו בְע ֹׁר
 אֲשֶר ַמ ֲחזֵה:אֵ ל-מְרי
ֵ ִּ א,ַש ֹׁמֵ ע-ד נְאֻם
. נֹׁפֵל ּוגְלּוי עֵינָי ִּם,שַ דַ י י ֶ ֱחזֶה
; יַעֲק ֹׁב,ט ֹׁבּו א ֹׁ ָהלֶיָך-ה מַה
.ִּשְראֵ ל
ָ  י,מִּ שְ כְנ ֹׁתֶ יָך

3 And he took up his parable, and said:
The saying of Balaam the son of Beor, and
the saying of the man whose eye is
opened;
4 The saying of him who hears the words
of God, who sees the vision of the
Almighty, fallen down, yet with opened
eyes:
5 How goodly are your tents, O Jacob,
your dwelling places, O Israel!

Numbers 24:9-10

. וְא ְֹׁר ֶריָך ָארּור,ט מְ ב ְָרכֶיָך בָרּוְך

9 Blessed be every one that blesses you, and
cursed be every one that curses you.

- ַויִּסְפ ֹׁק אֶת, ִּב ְלעָם-ַאף ָבלָק אֶל-י ַויִּחַר
 לָק ֹׁב אֹׁיְבַי, ִּב ְלעָם-ַכפָיו; וַי ֹׁאמֶר ָבלָק אֶל
 זֶה שָֹלש, ְו ִּהנֵה ב ֵַר ְכ ָת ב ֵָרְך,ְק ָראתִּ יָך
.ְפ ָעמִּים

10 And Balak's anger was kindled against
Balaam, and he smashed his hands together;
and Balak said to Balaam: 'I called you to
curse my enemies, and, instead, you have
blessed them three times!

1) What does this story about Balaam and Balak teach us about the power of words?

2) Why do you think the line “Mah Tovu ohalecha Ya’akov…” was placed at the start of
the prayer service?

