
Appendix #1 
“Balak, Balaam and the Power of Words” 
 

 

Numbers 24:1-5 

י טֹוב ְבֵעינֵי יְהָוה   א ְלָעם, כִּ ַויְַרא בִּ
-ָהַלְך ְכַפַעם-יְִּשָרֵאל, ְוֹלא-ְלָבֵרְך ֶאת

ים; ַויֶָשת ֶאל ְקַראת נְָחשִּ -ְבַפַעם, לִּ
ְדָבר, ָפנָיו.  ַהמִּ

1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased 
God to bless Israel, he went not, as at the 
other times, to invoke enchantments, but 
he set his face toward the wilderness. 

ְלָעם ֶאת  ב -ֵעינָיו, ַויְַרא ֶאת-ַויִָּשא בִּ
י ָעָליו,  ְשָבָטיו; ַוְתהִּ ֵֹׁכן, לִּ  יְִּשָרֵאל, ש

ים.  רּוַח ֱאֹלהִּ

2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he 
saw Israel dwelling tribe by tribe; and the 
spirit of God came upon him. 

ֹׁאַמר:  ג ְלָעם   ַויִָּשא ְמָשלֹו, ַוי נְֻאם בִּ
ֹׁר, ּונְֻאם ַהֶגֶבר ְשֻתם ָהָעיִּן.  ְבנֹו ְבע

3 And he took up his parable, and said: 
The saying of Balaam the son of Beor, and 
the saying of the man whose eye is 
opened; 

ְמֵרי-נְֻאם  ד ֵֹׁמַע, אִּ ֲאֶשר ַמֲחזֵה   ֵאל:-ש
ֵֹׁפל ּוגְלּוי ֵעינָיִּם.  ַשַדי יֱֶחזֶה, נ

4 The saying of him who hears the words 
of God, who sees the vision of the 
Almighty, fallen down, yet with opened 
eyes: 

ֹׁב; -ַמה  ה ָֹׁהֶליָך, יֲַעק ֹׁבּו א  ט
ֶֹׁתיָך, יְִּשָרֵאל. ְשְכנ  מִּ

5 How goodly are your tents, O Jacob, 
your dwelling places, O Israel! 

 

 

Numbers 24:9-10 

ְֹׁרֶריָך ָארּור.ְמָבְרֶכיָך ָברּוְך,   ט  Blessed be every one that blesses you, and  9 ְוא
cursed be every one that curses you. 

ֹׁק ֶאת-ַאף ָבָלק ֶאל-ַויִַּחר י ְלָעם, ַויְִּספ -בִּ
ֹׁאֶמר ָבָלק ֶאל ֹׁיְַבי -ַכָפיו; ַוי ֹׁב א ְלָעם, ָלק בִּ

נֵה ֵבַרְכָת ָבֵרְך, זֶה  יָך, ְוהִּ ָשֹלש ְקָראתִּ
ים.  ְפָעמִּ

10 And Balak's anger was kindled against 
Balaam, and he smashed his hands together; 
and Balak said to Balaam: 'I called you to 
curse my enemies, and, instead, you have 
blessed them three times! 

 

1) What does this story about Balaam and Balak teach us about the power of words? 

 



2) Why do you think the line “Mah Tovu ohalecha Ya’akov…” was placed at the start of 
the prayer service? 


