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Haiku Problem Solving: Noah 

 
AUTHOR(S): Tyler Gorelick, Jarred Coxford, Julia Snyder, Mac Lindner 

SUMMARY: Staff will use haiku writing to practice solving problems in a concise manner 
 

TOPIC(S): Problem solving, intentional thinking 

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVE: 

To encourage, and give staff experience, using concise ways to solve problems 

AUDIENCE: Counselors, CITs 

TIMING: 15-20 minutes, a few weeks into the summer 

APPENDICES: Noah’s Ark Text 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED: 

Pens & paper 

SET-UP 
DETAILS: 

Room with enough space for group to spread out. Comfortable space if possible 

 
00:00-00:05: Opening & Context 
00:05 - 00:12: Haiku Writing 
00:12-00:15/20: Share Haikus 
 
Opening & Context (5 minutes) 
Share the story of Noah’s Ark (full text is available below to read or reference for anyone 
who wants it).  
Connect the story of Noah and problems that already have, or might, arise at camp. At camp, 
sometimes problems can seem enormous and complicated, but sometimes simplifying them 
helps to gain some perspective and find a simple solution.  
 
Introduce the format of haiku (3 line poem with a specific syllable set: 5 syllables on the first 
line, 7 syllables on the second line, 5 syllables on the third line) 
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Share the Haiku:  
A flood was coming 
no, no said the animals 
pairs boarded the ark 
 
Before splitting up into smaller groups note that the haiku is not just a rehashing of the 
problem, but names the problem and simply states a solution. The haiku here shows (in line 
1) the problem, (in line two) the reaction, and (in line 3) the solution. 
 
Haiku Writing (7 minutes) 
 
Break into small groups (2 or 3) and take one minute to decide on a problem they want to 
address  (if you are concerned that they might not have one to address, you can do a group 
sourcing before breaking up into groups).  
 
Ask groups to take the next 5 minutes to write their own haiku(s) addressing the problem 
and using the following methodology: 

- Simplify the problem 
- Name the impact or reaction 
- Suggest a solution 

Note, your groups may find that they need to write a series of haikus (one haiku for problem, 
one for impact/reaction, one for solution) or they might find that the any one part doesn’t fit 
nicely on one line. That’s ok! Try to keep them short and sweet, and definitely stick with the 
5/7/5 syllable breakdown for each line.  
 
Haiku Sharing & Debrief (5 minutes) 
 
Give each group a chance to share their haikus  - ideally they should need little to no 
explanation.  
 
Debrief Highlights: 
-What did you realize/notice when you had to boil the problem down?  
-How can you remember/help each other remember to take a step back, analyze, and 
simplify throughout the summer?  
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                            Genesis 6:13-22 

ס מִפְּנֵיהֶם֑ וְהִנְנִי֥ מַשְׁחִיתָם֖ אֶת־הָאָֽרֶץ׃ רֶץ חָמָ֖ ה הָאָ֛ ץ כָּל־בָּשָׂר֙ בָּא֣ לְפָנַי֔ כִּֽי־מָלְאָ֥ אמֶר אֱלֹהִי֜ם לְנֹ֗חַ קֵ֤   ויַֹּ֨
God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with 
lawlessness because of them: I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
 

וּץ בַּכֹּֽפֶר׃ הּ מִבַּיִ֥ת וּמִח֖ ה וְכָֽפַרְתָּ֥ אתָֹ֛ ה אֶת־הַתֵּבָ֑ עֲשֶׂ֣ פֶר קִנִּי֖ם תַּֽ ה לְךָ֙ תֵּבַת֣ עֲצֵי־גֹ֔   עֲשֵׂ֤
Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make it an ark with compartments, and cover it inside and 
out with pitch.  
 

הּ׃ ה קוֹמָתָֽ הּ וּשְׁלֹשִׁי֥ם אַמָּ֖ ה חֲמִשִּׁי֤ם אַמָּה֙ רָחְבָּ֔ רֶךְ הַתֵּבָ֔ שׁ מֵאוֹ֣ת אַמָּ֗ה אֹ֚ הּ שְׁלֹ֧ ה אתָֹ֑ עֲשֶׂ֖ ר תַּֽ ה אֲשֶׁ֥   וזְֶ֕
This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty 
cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
 

הּ תָּשִׂי֑ם תַּחְתִּיִּם֛ שְׁנִיִּם֥ וּשְׁלִשִׁי֖ם ה בְּצִדָּ֣ עְלָה וּפֶתַ֥ח הַתֵּבָ֖ ה לַתֵּבָ֗ה וְאֶל־אַמָּה֙ תְּכַלֶנָּ֣ה מִלְמַ֔ עֲשֶׂ֣ הַר ׀ תַּֽ  צֹ֣
הָ׃ עֲשֶֽׂ   תַּֽ

Make an opening for daylight in the ark, and terminate it within a cubit of the top. Put the 
entrance to the ark in its side; make it with bottom, second, and third decks.  
 

רֶץ לְשַׁחֵת֣ כָּל־בָּשָׂ֗ר אֲשֶׁר־בּוֹ֙ רוּ֣חַ חַיּיִ֔ם מִתַּחַ֖ת הַשָּׁמָיִ֑ם כּלֹ֥  וַאֲנִ֗י הִנְנִי֩ מֵבִי֨א אֶת־הַמַּבּוּ֥ל מַיִ֙ם֙ עַל־הָאָ֔
רֶץ יגְִוָֽע׃   אֲשֶׁר־בָּאָ֖

“For My part, I am about to bring the Flood—waters upon the earth—to destroy all flesh under 
the sky in which there is breath of life; everything on earth shall perish.  
 

ךְ׃ י־בָנֶי֖ךָ אִתָּֽ ה וּבָנֶי֛ךָ וְאִשְׁתְּךָ֥ וּנְשֵֽׁ ה אַתָּ֕ ךְ וּבָאתָ֙ אֶל־הַתֵּבָ֔   וַהֲקִמתִֹי֥ אֶת־בְּרִיתִי֖ אִתָּ֑
But I will establish My covenant with you, and you shall enter the ark, with your sons, your wife, 
and your sons’ wives.  
 

ה יִֽהְיֽוּ׃ ר וּנְקֵבָ֖ ךְ זָכָ֥ ה לְהַחֲיֹת֣ אִתָּ֑ ר שְׁנַיִ֧ם מִכּלֹ֛ תָּבִי֥א אֶל־הַתֵּבָ֖ כָּל־בָּשָׂ֞   וּמִכָּל־הָחַ֠י מִֽ
And of all that lives, of all flesh, you shall take two of each into the ark to keep alive with you; 
they shall be male and female.  
 

חֲיֽוֹת׃ ה לְמִינֵה֑וּ שְׁנַיִ֧ם מִכּלֹ֛ יָבֹא֥וּ אֵלֶי֖ךָ לְהַֽ אֲדָמָ֖ מֶשׂ הָֽ הּ מִכּלֹ֛ רֶ֥   מֵהָעוֹ֣ף לְמִינֵ֗הוּ וּמִן־הַבְּהֵמָה֙ לְמִינָ֔
From birds of every kind, cattle of every kind, every kind of creeping thing on earth, two of each 
shall come to you to stay alive.  
 

ה׃ ה לְךָ֛ וְלָהֶם֖ לְאָכְלָֽ ר יֵֽאָכֵל֔ וְאָסַפְתָּ֖ אֵלֶי֑ךָ וְהָיָ֥ אֲכָל֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ה קַח־לְךָ֗ מִכָּל־מַֽ   וְאַתָּ֣
For your part, take of everything that is eaten and store it away, to serve as food for you and for 
them.”  
 

ה׃ (ס) ה אתֹוֹ֛ אֱלֹהִי֖ם כֵּן֥ עָשָֽׂ ר צִוָּ֥ עַשׂ נחַֹ֑ כְּכ֠לֹ אֲשֶׁ֨   ויַַּ֖
Noah did so; just as God commanded him, so he did. 


