FJC PD RESOURCE
Haiku Problem Solving: Noah
AUTHOR(S):

Tyler Gorelick, Jarred Coxford, Julia Snyder, Mac Lindner

SUMMARY:

Staff will use haiku writing to practice solving problems in a concise manner

TOPIC(S):

Problem solving, intentional thinking

LEARNING
OBJECTIVE:

To encourage, and give staff experience, using concise ways to solve problems

AUDIENCE:

Counselors, CITs

TIMING:

15-20 minutes, a few weeks into the summer

APPENDICES:

Noah’s Ark Text

MATERIALS
NEEDED:

Pens & paper

SET-UP
DETAILS:

Room with enough space for group to spread out. Comfortable space if possible

00:00-00:05: Opening & Context
00:05 - 00:12: Haiku Writing
00:12-00:15/20: Share Haikus
Opening & Context (5 minutes)
Share the story of Noah’s Ark (full text is available below to read or reference for anyone
who wants it).
Connect the story of Noah and problems that already have, or might, arise at camp. At camp,
sometimes problems can seem enormous and complicated, but sometimes simplifying them
helps to gain some perspective and find a simple solution.
Introduce the format of haiku (3 line poem with a specific syllable set: 5 syllables on the first
line, 7 syllables on the second line, 5 syllables on the third line)
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Share the Haiku:
A flood was coming
no, no said the animals
pairs boarded the ark
Before splitting up into smaller groups note that the haiku is not just a rehashing of the
problem, but names the problem and simply states a solution. The haiku here shows (in line
1) the problem, (in line two) the reaction, and (in line 3) the solution.
Haiku Writing (7 minutes)
Break into small groups (2 or 3) and take one minute to decide on a problem they want to
address (if you are concerned that they might not have one to address, you can do a group
sourcing before breaking up into groups).
Ask groups to take the next 5 minutes to write their own haiku(s) addressing the problem
and using the following methodology:
- Simplify the problem
- Name the impact or reaction
- Suggest a solution
Note, your groups may find that they need to write a series of haikus (one haiku for problem,
one for impact/reaction, one for solution) or they might find that the any one part doesn’t fit
nicely on one line. That’s ok! Try to keep them short and sweet, and definitely stick with the
5/7/5 syllable breakdown for each line.
Haiku Sharing & Debrief (5 minutes)
Give each group a chance to share their haikus - ideally they should need little to no
explanation.
Debrief Highlights:
-What did you realize/notice when you had to boil the problem down?
-How can you remember/help each other remember to take a step back, analyze, and
simplify throughout the summer?
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Genesis 6:13-22
ה ֽאָ ֶרץ׃
ִ ְה֑ם ו
ִ האָ֛ ֶרץ ָח ָמ֖ס
ִ ֹ֨אמר ֱאל
ָ ת֖ם ֶאת־
ָ שׁחִי
ַ הנְנִ֥י
ָ י־מ ְלאָ֥ה
ָ שׂר֙ ָבּ֣א ְל ָפנַ֔י ִֽכּ
ָ ל־בּ
ָ ח ֵק֤ץ ָכּ
ַ ֹ֗ה֜ים ְלנ
ְמ
ֶ מ ְפּנֵי
ֶ ֹוַיּ
God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with
lawlessness because of them: I am about to destroy them with the earth.
מח֖וּץ ַבּ ֽכֶֹּפר׃
ִ ִבּיִת וּ
֥ ַ ת֛הּ מ
֥ ָ ֵב֑ה וְָֽכ ַפ ְר
֔ ֵב֣ת ֲעצ
֙ ָ שׂ֤ה ְל
ֵ ֲע
ָ ֹתּ א
ָ התּ
ַ שׂ֣ה ֶאת־
ַֽ ֵי־גֶֹפר ִקנִּ֖ים
ַך תּ
ֶ תּ ֲע
Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make it an ark with compartments, and cover it inside and
out with pitch.
תהּ׃
ִ ֹוּשׁל
ִ ֵב֔ה ֲחמ
֚ אַמּ֗ה
ָֽ קוֹמ
ָ אַמּ֖ה
ָ שׁ֥ים
ָ ִשּׁ֤ים
ָ התּ
ַ אֶֹר ְך
ָ שׁלֹ֧שׁ ֵמא֣וֹת
ָ ֹשׂ֖ה א
ַֽ וְֶז֕ה ֲא ֶשׁ֥ר
ְ ח ָבּ֔הּ
ְ אַמּה֙ ָר
ְ ת֑הּ
ֶ תּ ֲע
This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits.
ִשׁ֖ים
ִ וּשׁל
ִח
ִתּ
֥ ֶ מ ְ֔ע ָלה וּ
ִ תּ ַכ ֶ ֣לָנּה
ֵב֗ה וְ ֶא
ַ שׂ֑ים
ָ ִדּ֣הּ
ָ ֵב֖ה ְבּצ
ָ התּ
ַ תח
ַפ
ַ מ ְל
ָ
ָ שׂ֣ה ַלתּ
ַֽ הר ׀
ַ ֹ֣צ
ְ שׁנִיִּ֥ם
ְ תּיִּ֛ם
ְתּ
ְ ֙ל־אַמּה
ֶ תּ ֲע
ה׃
ָשׂ
ַֽ
ֶֽ תּ ֲע
Make an opening for daylight in the ark, and terminate it within a cubit of the top. Put the
entrance to the ark in its side; make it with bottom, second, and third decks.
מיִם כֹּ֥ל
֑ ָ ה ָשּׁ
ַ֖ מ
ִ חיִּ֔ים
֙ ַ מּבּ֥וּל
ִ וַ ֲאנִ֗י
ַ חת
ַתּ
ַ ח
ַ שׂ֗ר ֲא ֶשׁר־בּוֹ֙ ר֣וּ
ָ ל־בּ
ָ שׁ ֵח֣ת ָכּ
ַ האָ֔ ֶרץ ְל
ָ מיִם֙ ַעל־
ַה
ַ הנְנִי֩ ֵמ ִב֨יא ֶאת־
ר־בּאָ֖ ֶרץ יְִגוָֽע׃
ָ ֲא ֶשׁ
“For My part, I am about to bring the Flood—waters upon the earth—to destroy all flesh under
the sky in which there is breath of life; everything on earth shall perish.
תּ ְך׃
ָ֥תּ
֙ ָ וּבא
ִ ת־בּרִי
ִ ֹה ִקמ
ָֽ ֖יך ִא
ָ ך וּנְ ֵֽשׁ
ָ תּ֕ה
ָ ֵב֔ה אַ
ָ התּ
ַ ת ֶאל־
ָ תּ ְ֑ך
ָ ת֖י ִא
ְ ִשׁ
ְ ֛יך וְא
ְ ת֥י ֶא
ֲ ַו
ָ ֶי־בנ
ָ ֶוּבנ
But I will establish My covenant with you, and you shall enter the ark, with your sons, your wife,
and your sons’ wives.
היֽוּ׃
ִֽ חי
֠ ָ מ ָכּל־
ִוּ
ָ ה ֲחיֹ֣ת ִא
ַ ֵב֖ה ְל
ָ התּ
ַ תּ ִב֥יא ֶאל־
ָ שׁ ֧נַיִם מִכֹּ֛ל
ָ ל־בּ
ָ מ ָכּ
ַה
ְ ִֽתּ ְ֑ך ָז ָכ֥ר וּנְ ֵק ָב֖ה י
ְ שׂ֞ר
And of all that lives, of all flesh, you shall take two of each into the ark to keep alive with you;
they shall be male and female.
ה ֲחיֽוֹת׃
ַֽ ֖יך ְל
ָֽ ֵמה֙ ְלמִיָנ֔הּ מִכֹּ֛ל ֶר ֶ֥משׂ
ָ ה ְבּה
ַ הע֣וֹף ְלמִינֵ֗הוּ וּמִן־
ָ ֵמ
ְ ה ֲא ָד ָמ֖ה ְלמִינֵ֑הוּ
ָ שׁ ֧נַיִם מִכֹּ֛ל יָבֹ֥אוּ ֵא ֶל
From birds of every kind, cattle of every kind, every kind of creeping thing on earth, two of each
shall come to you to stay alive.
ה֖ם ְלאָ ְכ ָֽלה׃
֛ ָ היָ֥ה ְל
֖ ָ אָס ְפ
ִ ֗תּ֣ה ַקח־ ְל ָך
ָ ְ֑יך ו
ַ ְמ ֲא ָכל֙ ֲא ֶשׁ֣ר יֵֽאָ ֵכ֔ל ו
ַֽ מ ָכּל־
ָ וְאַ
ֶ ך וְָל
ָ תּ ֵא ֶל
For your part, take of everything that is eaten and store it away, to serve as food for you and for
them.”
(שׂה׃ )ס
ִ ֹח ְכּ֠כֹל ֲא ֶשׁ֨ר ִצוָּ֥ה אֹת֛וֹ ֱאל
ָֽ ה֖ים ֵכּ֥ן ָע
ַ ֹוַ ֖יַּ ַעשׂ ֑נ
Noah did so; just as God commanded him, so he did.

