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1) Rabbi Sharon Brous, Limmud Conference, December 2015:
“Jews have so many stories. We tell these stories all the time, and we tell them not to relay
historical events, but we tell them to convey critical ideas, to instill values, to offer a sense of
purpose in a chaotic world.
One of these stories is told and retold obsessively, over the course of thousands of years, some of
us retell this story at least 3 times every single day. You know what story I’m talking about. This
is the story that’s arguably the core of our tradition, the central operating narrative of our
people, which has animated and sustained us for thousands of years and inspired everything
from how we eat to how we pray to how we read the newspaper in the world.
This is the story of our redemption, the Exodus from Egypt, yetziat mitzrayim. Yetziat
mitzrayim – coming out from a narrow place, the triumph of freedom over slavery, of dignity
over degradation, the movement from darkness into light, from paralysis into possibility, to self
determination from systematized oppression. The exodus is a story of plagues and wonders, but
the central feature of this story that we tell and retell is actually an extraction process, it is a
Yetziya, a story of people going on a journey, leaving behind tyranny and persecution,
reclaiming their humanity.
The Exodus story is a testament to the inextinguishable yearning both human and divine for
freedom. And it’s timeless because it speaks to all people. It speaks to the powerless, telling
those who are vulnerable, you matter, your struggle matters.”
– Rabbi Sharon Brous, Limmud Conference, December 2015
2) Exodus 3:9 – 14:

ט׳:שמות ג׳
וְ ע ָּ֕ ַָתה הִ נֵ ֵּ֛ה צַ ע ַ ֲַ֥קת בְ נֵי־יִ ְש ָר ֵ ֵ֖אל ָבָּ֣אָ ה
יתיִ֙ אֶ ת־הַ ַַּ֔לחַ ץ אֲ ֶ ַ֥שר
ִ ַם־ר ִ ִ֙א
ָ אֵ לָ ָ֑י וְ ג
ִמצְ ַ ֵ֖ריִ ם ֹלח ִ ֲַ֥צים אֹ ָ ָֽתם׃

Exodus 3:9

Now the cry of the Israelites has
reached Me; moreover, I have seen
how the Egyptians oppress them.
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י׳:שמות ג׳

Exodus 3:10

Come, therefore, I will send you to
Pharaoh, and you shall free My
people, the Israelites, from Egypt.”

הֹוצֵּ֛א
ֵ ְל־פַר ָ֑ ֹעה ו
ְ
ֶוְ ע ָ ַָּ֣תה לְ ַָּ֔כה וְ ֶ ָֽא ְש ָלחֲךֵ֖ א
אֶ ת־עַ ִ ַ֥מי בְ ֵנָֽי־יִ ְש ָר ֵ ֵ֖אל ִמ ִמצְ ָ ָֽריִ ם׃
י״א:שמות ג׳

Exodus 3:11

But Moses said to God, “Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh and free
the Israelites from Egypt?”

ָּ֣אֱֹלהים ִ ָּ֣מי אָ ַֹּ֔נכִ י ִ ַ֥כי
ִַּ֔ ל־ה
ָ ֶַו ֹּ֤י ֹאמֶ ר מֹ שֶ הִ֙ א
אֹוציא אֶ ת־בְ נֵ ַ֥י
ֵּ֛ ִ ל־פַר ָ֑ ֹעה וְ ִ ַ֥כי
ְ
ֶאֵ לֵ ְֵ֖ך א
יִ ְש ָר ֵ ֵ֖אל ִמ ִמצְ ָ ָֽריִ ם׃
י״ב:שמות ג׳

Exodus 3:12

And God said, “I will be with you;
that shall be your sign that it was I
who sent you. And when you have
freed the people from Egypt, you
shall worship God at this
mountain.”

י־אהְ יֶ ָּ֣ה עִ ַּ֔ ָמְך וְ זֶה־לְ ךָּ֣ הָ ַּ֔אֹות ִ ַ֥כי
ָֽ ֶ ַו ִ֙י ֹאמֶ רִ֙ ִ ָֽכ
ִ֙הֹוציאֲךֹּ֤ אֶ ת־הָ עָם
ָֽ ִ ְאָ נֹ ִ ֵ֖כי ְשלַחְ ִ ָ֑תיך ב
ֹלהים עַ ֵ֖ל
ִַּ֔ ֱת־הָּ֣א
ָ ִֶמ ִמצְ ַ ַּ֔ריִ ם ַ ָֽתעַבְ דּוןִ֙ א
הָ ָהַ֥ר הַ ֶ ָֽזה׃
י״ג:שמות ג׳

Exodus 3:13

Moses said to God, “When I come
to the Israelites and say to them,
‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What
is His name?’ what shall I say to
them?”

אֱֹלהים הִ ֵֹּ֨נה אָ נֹ ִ ָּ֣כי
ִִ֗ ל־ה
ָֽ ָ ֶַו ֹּ֨י ֹאמֶ ר מֹ שֶֶׁ֜ ה א
בָ א֮ אֶ ל־בְ נֵ ָּ֣י יִ ְש ָראֵ ל ֒ וְ אָ מַ ְר ִ ָּ֣תי לָהֶַּ֔ ם
ֹלהי אֲבֹותֵ יכֶ ֵ֖ם ְשל ַָחָּ֣נִ י אֲ לֵיכֶ ָ֑ם וְ ָ ָֽא ְמרּו־
ַ֥ ֵ ֱא
ה־ש ַּ֔מֹו ָ ַ֥מה אֹ ַ ֵ֖מר אֲ ל ֶ ֵָֽהם׃
ְ ִַ ָּ֣לי מ
י״ד:שמות ג׳

Exodus 3:14

And God said to Moses, “EhyehAsher-Ehyeh.” God continued,
“Thus shall you say to the Israelites,
‘Ehyeh sent me to you.’”

ֲשר
ָּ֣ ֶ ַו ֹּ֤י ֹאמֶ ר אֱ ֹלהִ יםִ֙ אֶ ל־מֹ שֶַּ֔ ה ֶ ָֽאהְ יֶ ֵ֖ה א
ֶ ָֽאהְ יֶ ָ֑ה ַו ִ֗י ֹאמֶ ר ֹּ֤ ֹכה ת ֹאמַ רִ֙ לִ בְ נֵ ָּ֣י יִ ְש ָר ַּ֔ ֵאל
ֵיכם׃
ָֽ ֶ ֶ ָֽאהְ יֶ ֵ֖ה ְשל ַָחַ֥נִ י אֲ ל
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3) Exodus 4:1:

א׳:שמות ד׳

Exodus 4:1

But Moses spoke up and said,
“What if they do not believe me and
do not listen to me, but say: The
LORD did not appear to you?”

וַיַ ֹּ֤עַן מֹ שֶ הִ֙ ו ַַּ֔י ֹאמֶ ר וְ הֵ ןִ֙ ָֽל ֹא־יַאֲ ִ ָּ֣מינּו לִַּ֔ י
אמ ַּ֔רּו ָֽל ֹא־נִ ְר ָ ַ֥אה
ְ ֹ וְ ַ֥ל ֹא יִ ְש ְמעֵ֖ ּו בְ קֹ ִ ָ֑לי ִ ָּ֣כי ָֽי
הוָֽה׃
ָ ְאֵ לֶ ֵ֖יך י

4) Exodus 4:10:

י׳:שמות ד׳

Exodus 4:10

ַו ֹּ֨י ֹאמֶ ר מֹ ֶ ָּ֣שה אֶ ל־יְ הוָה֮ ִ ָּ֣בי אֲ דֹ ָנ ֒י ל ֹ ֩א
ִֹּ֨איש ְדבָ ִ ֶׁ֜רים אָ ִֹ֗נכִ י גַ ֹּ֤ם ִמ ְתמֹו ִ֙ל גַ ָּ֣ם
ִמ ִשלְ שַֹּ֔ ם גַ ֵּ֛ם מֵ ָ ַ֥אז דַ בֶ ְרך אֶ ל־עַבְ ֶ ָ֑דך ִ ִּ֧כי
כְ בַ ד־פֶ ֵּ֛ה ּוכְ ַבַ֥ד ל ֵָ֖שֹון אָ ָֽ ֹנכִ י׃

But Moses said to the LORD,
“Please, O Lord, I have never been
a man of words, either in times past
or now that You have spoken to
Your servant; I am slow of speech
and slow of tongue.”
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