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Babylonian Talmud: Yevamot 62b, Source: Sefaria
Rabbi Akiva says that the verse should be understood INIT?2 "IN ™7 ik y™
V| as follows: If one studied Torah in his youth he should 17 "N NPT DN T
e | study more Torah in his old age; if he had students in his | 17 'n* IMIT72 D*T'NYN
r | youth he should have additional students in his old age, | 722 'Kaw NPT DTN
S [ as it is stated: “In the morning sow your seed, etc.” They | DIW NNX "IAI WIT DX VT
e | said by way of example that Rabbi Akiva had twelve I'N DTN DAIT 97X WY
thousand pairs of students in an area of land that TY N2an X2y 17 17
9 | stretched from Gevat to Antipatris in Judea, and they all | 7192 IMn |711 019'VIX
died in one period of time, because they did not treat T TI2D 1201 X7W 1910 TNX
each other with respect. nr?
v | And the world was desolate of Torah until Rabbi Akiva N2V Ty DAY D71V Nl
e | came to our Rabbis in the South and taught his Torah to | DNTAW 11'NI2Y 78X V™M
r | them. This second group of disciples consisted of Rabbi [ "I nTin' i n™ on? nxawi
s | Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi Yosei, Rabbi Shimon, and [2 2TY7XR 1 Iy 2Nl ol
e | Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. And these are the very ones | nIn ITMyn DN DNl YNy
who upheld the study of Torah at that time. Although NYY NNIX
1 | Rabbi Akiva’s earlier students did not survive, his later
0 | disciples were able to transmit the Torah to future
generations.
v | With regard to the twelve thousand pairs of Rabbi TVI NOSN INN 071D XIN
e | Akiva’s students, the Gemara adds: It is taught that all of | XaX 72 Xnn 21 MK MYy
r | them died in the period from Passover until Shavuot. D712 '2AX 12 X"'N Y RNTMINI
s | Rav Hama bar Abba said, and some say it was Rabbi "N KD RN DY DN NN
e | Hiyya bar Avin: They all died a bad death. The Gemara NTD0N NN
inquires: What is it that is called a bad death? Rav
1 Nahman said: Diphtheria.
;

Discussion Questions:
What from this text surprised you?

What’s different?
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plague where so many people died?

What from this text reminds you of today’s world?

How can this text inform the way we deal with the aftermath of a terrible
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