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 Let the Good Times Roll: A Jewish Joy Parade
AUTHOR(S): Jodie Goldberg, Sarabeth Berman, Raphaela Levi
SUMMARY:
· In this session, we’ll explore the theme of Jewish joy through exploring the Birhkhot Hashachar and matching it with pop-culture quotes to create meaningful floats that are their groups representation of Jewish joy.
GOALS: 
· Participants will analyze the language and themes of selected blessings from Birkhot Hashachar and connect each blessing to a specific pop culture quote, articulating why that quote resonates with the blessing's meaning in their own words.
· Participants will design and build a "float" that visually communicates how a specific blessing from Birkhot Hashachar and a chosen pop culture quote together express a dimension of Jewish joy and will be able to explain their creative choices to others.
· Participants will collectively present their floats in a parade format, reflecting as a group on how the range of blessings and pop culture connections reveals that Jewish joy is multidimensional experience through gratitude, embodiment, community, and daily awareness.
 
AUDIENCE: 
· Older Teens, Staff in Training, Staff
TIMING: 
· 60 Minutes
MATERIALS: 
· Handout: Birkhot Hashachar Blessings
· Card Board Boxes
· Paint 
· Tape
· Old magazines/newspapers
· Lots of decorations – pipe cleaners, sequins, etc.
· Bandanas or White cloth Napkins
· Speaker
SET-UP:
· Be sure to have a large space to be able to move around! Additionally, it might be good to have a dedicated time to have the parade in order to showcase the different floats. 
THEME
· Birkhot Hashachar teaches us that holiness is woven into the ordinary ie: the way we wake up, move, and show up in the world. This parade is an extension of that same idea: that our distinct, personal expressions of Jewish joy aren't just welcome here, they are the definition of holiness.



SESSION TIMELINE:

00:00-00:15: Second Line, Connection Questions to introduce 
00:15-00:35: Shtick in Action: Exploring examples of “shtick” at camp 
00:35-00:50: Defining the core elements of “Shtick”
00:50-1:20: Creation of a Shtick at Camp 
1:20 – 1:30: Shtick Graduation 

SESSION OUTLINE:

00:00 - 00:15: As they enter: Welcome people in with second line with music to get participants in the “parade mood.”

Around the room there will be gallery walk questions placed on the walls. As people will parade around the room the following will be happening:
1. Every person will be handed a bandana or fabric to wave in the air
2. Everyone will be handed a marker in order to write responses to the following connection questions throughout the room. The questions include: 
· What is a pop culture quote that speaks to how you are feeling in this moment? 
· What is a pop culture quote that brings you joy?
· What is a pop culture quote that is personally meaningful for you? 
· What is a pop culture quote that reminds you of someone in your life?
· What is a pop culture quote that you return to when you need motivation or a push?
· What is a pop culture quote that captures something you believe about the world but could never quite put into words yourself?
· What is a pop culture quote that makes you feel less alone?
· What is a pop culture quote that connects you to a specific memory or chapter of your life?

00:15-00:35: Participants will be split up into groups (based on the number of blessing in birkhot hashachar), and then come up with a pop culture quote that speaks to it. Each group will be invited to reflect on the blessing based on the following questions:
1. What does this text mean to you?
2. What is a pop-culture quote that can help us understand a new lens on this quote? 

Participants will then decorate a float which showcases how the Birkhot Hashachar and the quote represent elements of holiness and Jewish joy to them. 

Session leaders will model what a “float” could look like to participants have an idea. 

0:35-00:50: Session leader will invite each group to share what inspired their float

00:50-1:00: Session leader will prompt the group to reflect on what they learned, and then the session leader will line the group up in the order of the birkhot hashachar and have a parade! 

BRINGING IT TO YOUR CAMP:

This program can be facilitated as is or with any modifications to better fit your camp community!
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