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CARING FOR THE EARTH AT CAMP
AUTHOR(S): Chana Rothman
SUMMARY:
· In this session we will explore challenges and wins around caring for the earth at camp. 
· Participants will have the opportunity to trouble shoot scenarios at camp and explore strategies for overcoming barriers to caring for the earth at camp. Participants will learn Jewish language and framework to support the important work they are already doing or seek to do to care for the land, water and air around them at camp and beyond. 
GOALS: 
· Affective: Participants will feel....
· Capable of implementing programming at camp around caring for the earth 
· Supported in community of others who care about the earth
· Inspired to take action at camp

· Behavior: Participants will be able to...
· Define at least one Jewish framing for caring for the earth (ideally, more!) 

· Cognitive: Participants will know...
· That caring for the earth is an ancient Jewish value and is still crucial today
· That Jewish camp is the ideal place to build community and programming about caring for the earth!
· Because of the generations before us, we can enjoy the holy spaces at camp. 
· The holy spaces at camp are ours to protect for the generations to come. 
AUDIENCE: 
· Fellows ages 18 - 22
TIMING: 
· 60 minutes
MATERIALS: 
· Projector
· Screen 
· Poster Paper 
· Markers
· Post it notes
· Cue cards (1 per person) 
· Pencils (1 per person)
SET-UP:
· Since the facilitator will be showing a brief slide show, the room will ideally have chairs, a projector, and a screen or a wall. 
THEME:
· Holy places – caring for the earth at camp ties into how important these places are and how their holiness makes camp what it is. 


SESSION TIMELINE:
00:00-00:05 - Introductions, setting group norms
00:05-00:15 - Slide show
00:15-00:30 - Group Discussion
00:30-00:40 - Break into groups
00:40-00:50 - Return and share out 
00:50-00:60 - Reflect, wrap up, bring back to camp plan

SESSION OUTLINE:

[bookmark: _Int_5mSDtqm5]00:00-00:05 - Session leader introduces session topic and leads group in a round of introductions (name, pronouns, camp, favorite place in nature – or camp – or both). The participants create group norms. 

00:05-00:15 - Session leader facilitates a slide show detailing some challenges and wins in creating a composting program at camp. Interspersed are questions, feedback, and possibly notes from participants. 

00:15-00:30 - Session leader facilitates a group dialogue using the following prompts and reading the room:
· What do you notice about this process? 
· Was there a part that felt especially possible or impossible in your camp? Why? 
· What else would you want to add to a slide show like this? 
· How did Judaism, Jewish values, and Jewish language/framing show up here? 

00:30-00:40 - Session leader facilitates a group brainstorm on other challenges at camp. Participants self-select into the groups to plan and strategize around a common goal (ie, compost, waste reduction, solar power, camp clean-up, education around climate change, etc)
Groups are given 5 key Jewish environmental terms to use, and they decide which ones will best serve their goals. 

The terms: 

שֹּׁמְרֵ֣י אֲדָמָה Shomrei Adamah – We are keepers/guardians of the earth
בַּל תַּשְׁחִית  Bal Tashchit – principle of do not destroy/do not waste (Deuteronomy 20:19-20)
לדור ודור L’dor VaDor – from generation to generation we protect the land 
צער בעלי חיים Tsa'ar Baaley Chayim – treating animals with respect and kindness
לְעָבְדָהּ וּלְשָׁמְרָהּ L’ovda ul’shomra - to work and guard the land

Session leader invites participants to dream and then be practical, and to decide to support each other throughout the summer to work on these project as chevruah/moral support if feasible/relevant (WhatsApp, email, Instagram, etc) 

00:40-00:50 - Groups come back and share. 

00:50-00:60 - Reflect, wrap up, bring back to camp plan


BRINGING IT TO YOUR CAMP:
Each camp has its own limitations and possibilities. The ecosystem of your camp could lend itself naturally to a specific focus. You could also use permaculture concepts to think specifically about the land where your camp lives. The holy spaces at camp are ours to protect. 
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