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Pre-State Zionist Approaches to Jewish-Arab Relations in Palestine
AUTHOR(S): Fisher
SUMMARY:
· In this session, we will do a close reading of early (1920s and 1930s) ideas about the relationship between Zionism and the local Arab population. Drawing from the works of Martin Buber, Zeev Jabotinsky, and Henrietta Szold, we will examine how the echoes of the past are present in the current discourse about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Supervisors of all viewpoints and content knowledge are warmly welcome to join! If you're looking for a spicy conversation across political differences, this session is for you. [SUPERVISORS ONLY]
GOALS: 
· In this session, participants will practice engaging in close reading of texts, develop a more comprehensive understanding of disagreements within early Zionist discourse about Arab-Jewish relations, and be able to draw connections between historical and contemporary conversations about Israel/Palestine.
AUDIENCE: 
· Supervisors. Ideal for groups of 4-20. Recommended age range: 18+
TIMING: 
· 60-75 min
MATERIALS: 
· Source sheets
SET-UP:
· Space for participants to sit in a circle as well as room for them to break into chavruta pairs for text study.
THEME:
This program is connected to the holy land, Israel/Palestine. It focuses on complex and complicated questions of how to navigate inter-group relations in a holy space.


SESSION TIMELINE:
Provide a very brief listing of the sections of your program and their timing. It is important to be thoughtful regarding timing, so that your program does not end too early or run late.

Example:
00:00-00:05 - Introductions, setting group norms
00:05-00:10 – Introduce Martin Buber
00:10-00:25 – Chavruta break out reading Buber and share out 
00:25-00:30 - Introduce Ze’ev Jabotinsky 
00:30-00:45 - Chavruta break out reading Jabotinsky and share out
00:45 – 00:55 – Read Henrietta Szold and share out 
00:55-1:00 - Closing

SESSION OUTLINE:
00:00-00:05 - Introductions, setting group norms:

This session is not designed for you to take back to camp – it’s designed just for you to be a learner. We’re going to examine a controversial topic around Israel/Palestine, ground it in some primary texts, and imagine how historical ideas give us a launching pad to talk about contemporary discourse.
 
So if you are feeling like “I want to have a spicy conversation,” “I want to learn something new,” or “I want to build my content knowledge about Israel/Palestine,” this is the session for you. (Note: you can use the terms that feel right to you to describe the land between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River. I choose to use Israel/Palestine because I feel it best describes the peoples and lands as I study them). 
 
Transition: Within the dominant Zionist historical memory, Palestine was regarded as a “land with no people for a people with no land”.
 
[bookmark: _Int_r0myxO6P]How many of you have ever heard that phrase?
 
However, as Zionists arrived in Palestine, it was clear that while the Jews may have been a people with no land, Palestine was not a land with no people. 

So today, we’re going to examine how early Zionist thinkers envisioned Jewish-Arab relations. 

Here you might want to establish some ground rules or community Brit.
 

00:05-00:10 – Introduce Martin Buber
· Born in Vienna in 1878
· Raised in a Jewishly observant house, but broke from religion to study secular philosophy (maybe you know of him for his work on I-Thou)?
· In college, in 1898 he founds the Jewish student organization and works for a Zionist newspaper, but he has political differences with Herzl, so he departs and focuses on his studies, mostly on secular philosophy and Hasidism 
· In 1938 he flees Nazi Germany and moves to Palestine, where he works at Hebrew University for the rest of his life.
· Buber delivers this speech to a group of Brit Shalom in Germany soon after the 1929 Arab Revolts (where 133 Jews were killed and over 400 injured). He offered this speech as a plea for Jews to remain committed to partnership with the Arabs of Palestine in a moment of heightened emotion and isolationism.
00:10-00:25 – Chavruta break out reading Buber and share out 
· See the source sheet for material. 
· Share out questions: 
· In your own words, what is Buber saying?
· What jumped out at you from Buber’s writing?
· [bookmark: _Int_9svmNpUQ]What does Buber mean when he distinguishes between settle with and settle alongside? Which does he think is better and why?

00:25-00:30 - Introduce Ze’ev Jabotinsky 
· Born Vladimir Jabotinsky in Imperial Russia in 1880
· Joined the Zionist movement after the Kishinev Pogrom in 1903
· Soon after, he changed his name to Zeev (Hebrew for Wolf) as he began learning modern Hebrew and organizing Jewish militancy under the banner of the JDL (Jewish Defense League)
· Elected to the Zionist council in 1915 and came to Palestine in 1918, where he quickly became the father of the revisionist right 

00:30-00:45 - Chavruta break out reading Jabotinsky and share out

· See the source sheet for material. 
· Share out questions: 
· How is Jabotinsky’s approach different from Buber’s?
· Why do you think Jabotinsky is so against making an agreement with the Arabs of Palestine? How do you imagine Buber would respond to Jabotinsky’s position?
· Anything else you want to share from chavruta time?

00:45 – 00:55 – Read Henrietta Szold and share out 

· Born in 1860 in the United States 
· 1883 organizes Hebras Zion, the first American Zionist organization
· Founded Hadassah in 1912, which was a women’s Zionist organization - one of their many projects included investing in medical infrastructure for Jews and Arabs in Palestine
· Moved to Palestine in 1933 to oversee a program called Youth Aliyah, that facilitating 30k children coming to Palestine to escape the Nazi regime.

Materials in the source sheet. 

Note, during the share out, Szold talks about process and values rather than outcomes. 

00:55-1:00 Closing
· As participants whether they see echoes of these debates in their own communities? If so, what does that mean for us as a Jewish community? (If time, participants can discuss which of the three approaches they most resonate with and why – however, I highly suggest only doing this if you feel confident in your own ability to facilitate a heated political conversation).
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